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S

ince 1982, Robert “Bob” McGuire has worked
at Cerebral Palsy Nassau (CP Nassau). It is his
continued commitment to advocating and raising
awareness for those with special needs that he has
been named this year’s Theresa Award Recipient.
CP Nassau is an independent, not-for-profit
health agency serving over 1,800 children and
adults with cerebral palsy, developmental and
other disabilities. The Association, founded in
1948, operates a comprehensive Treatment and
Rehabilitation Center in Roosevelt, New York
which has earned international recognition for
innovative and high quality programs. Many
state-of-the-art services are provided in the
Fortunoff Treatment and Rehabilitation Center
and other areas of the facility.
Bob began his career with CP Nassau as a
Coordinator of Residential Services and later
became the Executive Director in 1997.
Bob feels very strong about giving back to the
program participants at CP Nassau, their families,
and to his staff and volunteers. When asked why,
he simply stated, “If everyone were to only look
out for themselves, it would be a pretty cruel
world.” He is a no-nonsense kind of guy when
it comes to people and children with disabilities.
There is zero tolerance for not taking care of
people in need.
Bob has worked to empower and motivate
staff, program participants and volunteers to
work together to provide the best possible
environment for people with disabilities and
their families to live as independently and
productively as possible in their community.
In our conversation, he stressed over and over
again, the importance of working together. He
referenced a quote by the late Pete Seeger, a folk

singer/songwriter: “I
look upon myself as
a link in the chain.”
Bob then said, “I
think we are all a link in the chain and if we
don’t all have our links together, then we have a
hole and the chain is broken.”
Bob was the Executive Director when Theresa’s
Fun Place came to fruition in 2004. The
Playground and Park serve over 240 children on
a daily basis.
Doing “the right thing” is really what guides Bob
in his position at CP Nassau. He said, “There’s no
right way to do the wrong thing; it’s much easier
to fight for things that you think are right and
you believe in - it’s that simple.” He credits his
predecessor, Sal Gullo, with helping him make the
right decisions. Sal told him the key to making
the right decisions is asking yourself, “what is the
right thing for the organization, then the fog will
clear and you will have your answer.”
When asked to share a story where he had made
a difference, Bob explained that he doesn’t think
there is one single thing that he has done that
has made a difference. He hopes that when his
cumulative work is looked at over the years, it can
be described as consistently doing the right thing
for the residents and families of CP Nassau, as
well as his staff.
In addition to his work at CP Nassau, Bob is
also on the advisory board of Port Washington's
Children's Center and Services for the
Developmentally Challenged in the Bronx. When
not at CP Nassau, Bob enjoys spending time with
his wife, Isabelle, daughter, Jessica, son-in-law
Chris and new granddaughter, Isabella.

250 Lido Boulevard • Lido Beach • New York • 11531-5015
(516) 432-0200 • Fax (516) 432-0449

250 Lido Boulevard • Lido Beach • New York • 11531-5015
(516) 432-0200 • Fax (516) 432-0449
www.TheresaFoundation.org
TheresaFound_News_Winter2016.indd 1-2

3/24/16 5:21 PM

“Theresa’s Fun Day” Bowling Event

Introducing Elizabethanne Miller Angevine, Esq.,
2016 NAELA Theresa Award Honoree

By: Melanie W. Castillo

By: Melanie W. Castillo

I

f there was one word I would use to
describe the 2016 NAELA Theresa Award
honoree, Elizabethanne Miller Angevine,
it would be DEDICATED − dedicated to
her clients, dedicated to her family and
dedicated to her continuous advocacy work for seniors and people
with disabilities.
As early as a young child, Betsy (as she is known to her friends)
demonstrated her commitment to seniors and people with disabilities.
She recalled visiting church “shut-ins” with her grandmother at just
six years old. Then, as a teen, she cared for her grandparents when they
became ill. She did whatever she could to make their lives better.
She became an advocate after “stumbling” into her first National
Academy of Elder Law Attorney (NAELA) conference in 1989.
Advocating for seniors and disabled persons became her mission.
Listening to the presentations was an eye-opening experience. She
recognized the enormous need to provide for people with disabilities
and felt obligated to do her part.
Betsy is most proud of her advocacy for those who are developmentally
disabled. She told me a story about one of her clients that had PraderWilli Syndrome, a rare genetic disorder which is characterized by an
uncontrolled appetite leading to extreme obesity. Her client also had
mild cognitive issues, but was very strong in her conviction of opposing
artificial nutrition and hydration. It was a long, hard fight, where Betsy
“had to stand on her head” but was finally able to convince the judge to
acknowledge her client’s wishes and obtain a court order. In the end,
her client was able to die peacefully in hospice, as she desired.

Corey’s career began in 1978 by working as Assistant to New York
Secretary of State, Mario M. Cuomo. In later roles in New York City,
he worked on public initiatives, legislation, and laws relating to public
transit, clean water, police oversight, affordable housing, tax reform,
hazardous substances, recycling and solid waste management, handguns,
a community policing initiative, a model alternative-to-incarceration plan
and a strategic clean air plan.
“Making a Difference” is part of Corey’s DNA. He feels it is important
to give back every day. When asked why it is so important to him, he
responded, “Often in your life, you are helped by others, whether it is
family, friends, teachers or colleagues. Not everyone starts their life with a
silver spoon. It is important to recognize that the help you received from
others shaped who you are today. It makes you feel good when you can
help someone get a positive result.” At the same time, Corey does not seek
accolades for his good work.
Corey’s dedication to his community has been shown in a number
of ways. He has worked on numerous causes he felt would better his
community which he calls “little victories.” He worked on getting two
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The Theresa Foundation would personally like to thank the LaSpina Family
and the staff at Farmingdale Lanes for generously hosting Theresa’s Fun Day.
We would also like to thank everyone who donated raffle prizes, baked goods
and attended the event. The day would not have been the same without
everyone’s support!

Betsy leads by example. She has, since her early days, been actively
involved in several major aspects of NAELA. She has been a NALEA
member since 1990, although she considers herself a member from
when she attended her first Symposium in 1989. She has served on
the NAELA Board and numerous NAELA committees. Betsy was a
charter member of SoCal NAELA. She received the NAELA “member
of the year” award twice, as well as the President’s award. She has also
been an active voice in the legislative action community, working
tirelessly to organize and participate in “Hill Day” activities both in
Washington, D.C. and her home state of California.
Betsy considers NAELA her “tribe.” Finding a tribe who understands
her work was so important. She believes NAELA has given her the tools
to run her law office and to be a more effective advocate. For the past
few years, Betsy was unable to attend the NAELA symposiums as her
mother was very ill. Sadly, her mom passed away this past February.
While taking care of her mother, missing the NAELA meetings hurt
her the most. She is looking forward to reconnecting with her tribe.
Betsy enjoys spending time with her husband Mark, an engineer
for Boeing, her daughters, Emma Angevine-Narvaez and Francis
Angevine and her two grandchildren, Teddy and Maddie.

By: Melanie W. Castillo

orey B. Bearak, Esq. is not only an
attorney, he is a community advocate.
He has been in public service for over 20
years, including counseling clients who
face difficult public policy matters, helping
the special needs community in dealing with governmental issues and
working within his community to make it a better place.

Fun Day” bowling event at Farmingdale Lanes. This year, over 100 Theresa
Foundation supporters joined us for an afternoon of bowling, pizza, raffles and
old fashioned family fun! Theresa’s Fun Day raised almost $3,000.

Throughout the years, Betsy has worked with hundreds of people with
disabilities. She believes each and every person with a disability is
important in our society and should not be left out or left behind. She
tries to ensure this for all her clients.

Introducing Corey B. Bearak, Esq.,
2016 Spirit of Theresa Award Honoree

C

O n Saturday, January 16th, the Theresa Foundation held its annual “Theresa’s

different traffic lights installed on roads that were dangerous. He helped
come up with a plan to get the roads in his town repaved even though
there were obstacles preventing them from getting it done. He also helped
pass a law that would require smoke detectors be installed in order for the
sale of a house. These “little victories” as he called them have positively
impacted thousands of people and saved lives.
In addition to his work in the community, Corey is involved with a
number of organizations, including Gotham City Networking, where
he was recognized as the 2011 “Networker of the Year.” Corey co-chairs
GOtham GREEN®, Brooklyn Power Breakfast Group and Staten Island
Gotham, and is a member of Gotham’s Long Island Legal and Gotham
Towers groups.
Corey also served on the Board of Directors of the Hofstra University
School of Law Alumni Association. He has managed and coached teams
in the Glen Oaks Little League from 1992 through 2004, including three
district champions. Corey is currently the acting President of his local
Civic Association and is a member of the charitable Fraternal Order
Knights of Pythias, FDR Lodge #613. In 2011, Corey was awarded the
“Supreme Chancellor’s Certificate of Honor for Volunteer Service in
the Community” by the Knights of Pythias for his over 1,500 hours
of community service (between August, 2008 and July, 2012) to nine
organizations that serve the community, its seniors and youth.
Corey lives in Bellrose, New York with his wife, Rachelle. Together they
have a son, Jonathan, and a daughter, Marisa. Thank you Corey for all that
you do for us.

We are also very appreciative of our Table and Lane Sponsors, Michael, Marie
Elena and Michaela Re; Wisselman, Harounian & Associates, P.C.; the Law
Office of Corey B. Bearak; Ezratty, Ezratty & Levine, LLP; Turley, Redmond,
Rosasco & Rosasco, LLP; Pegalis & Erickson, LLC; Pedersen & Sons Surety
Bond Agency, Inc.; Kassoff, Robert & Lerner, LLP; Property Professionals NE;
All Star Reporters, Inc. and Russo Law Group, P.C.

TAPA at Long Beach
Public Library
By: Elizabeth Connolly

We are already looking forward to next year’s Theresa’s Fun Day and hope
you’ll be there to join us again! Save the date, January 14, 2017!

In January, TAPA was pleased to
showcase student art work at the Long
Beach Public Library. The work was
on display from January 9 - February 5,
2016. The show featured work from all
of our students that was created during
art class, respite and camp. From
paintings to collage and constructions,
the exhibit highlighted the abilities and
aptitude of our talented students.

Festival of Trees
By: Elizabeth Connolly

T his year's tree was decorated in silver, blue and white. Bells, snowballs and snowmen graced its

branches while a top hat completed our frosty tree! Even though the weather was mild, TAPA
students knew just what to do to create snowy ornaments for the tree. Our students made s'mores
from foam marshmallows and fabric. We had globes filled with melted snowmen and snowmen
dressed in top hats. Each student made their own snowman and decorated them with carrot noses
and scarves. We rolled Styrofoam balls in glue and glitter to make snowballs.
Our tree was so beautiful, Vincent J. Russo bought it for our lobby where we were able to enjoy it all
season long!
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Theresa Awards
Bridgeview Yacht Club | Island Park, New York

May 6th, 2016

______Tickets at $175 per person

______Tables of Ten at $1,750

(Includes one Grand Prize Raffle ticket)

(Includes Full Page Journal Ad and 10 Grand Prize Raffle Tickets)

Raffle Tickets

1st PRIZE: 2 Tickets to the Friars Foundation Gala Honoring Tony Bennett
2nd PRIZE: $1,000 Cash • 3rd PRIZE: Apple iPad Air
$25 for One, $100 for Five

_____Event Sponsor $10,000 _____ Music $5,000
(includes a table of 10 and a gold page ad)

_____Flower Sponsor $4,000
(includes two tickets and a silver page ad)

SOLD 3rd Prize $750

# of Tickets_________

Sponsors

(includes four tickets and a gold page ad)

SOLD 1st Prize $1,500
(includes a full page ad)

SOLD Cocktail Hour $5,000 _____ Journal Sponsor $5,000
(includes four tickets and a gold page ad)

(includes two tickets and inside back cover)

_____Dinner Entertainment $1,500 _____2nd Prize $1,000
(includes a full page ad)

_____ Raffle Table $750

_____Favour Sponsor $750

Call for additional Sponsorships

Journal Ads
_____Outside Back Cover $5,000*

_____Gold Page $1,000

_____Quarter Page $100

_____Inside Back Cover $3,500*

_____Silver Page $750

_____Friend Listing $75

_____Inside Front Cover $2,750*

_____Full Page B&W $500

_____Donation

_____Gold Page Patron $1,350*

_____Half Page $250

* Includes two tickets to the Dinner

Print Ad requirements:Trim Size: 5.5” x 8.5” Ad Sizes: Full Page 4.5” wide x 6.75” deep. Printed offset.

Deadline For Journal Ads: April 12, 2016

Please return this form, together with your camera-ready material or email to support@theresafoundation.org.

Name____________________________________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________ State _________ Zip____________
Telephone ________________________________ E-mail__________________________________________
Enclosed is my check payable to the Theresa Foundation in the amount of $____________
or you can donate online at www.theresafoundation.org
For more information, please contact Melanie Castillo at (516) 393-3147 or mcastillo@vjrussolaw.com.
The Theresa Foundation, 250 Lido Boulevard, Lido Beach, NY 11561-5015
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THERESA

Once upon a time there was a little girl who had a pink wheelchair. She
had big brown eyes, fabulous pig tails, and the greatest smile on earth.
Every day she would go to school in a small yellow bus. Theresa and
her friends would work very hard at school as it did not come easy.
Their favorite part of the day was recess because they got to play on the
playground. Theresa loved motion, music and being outside.

THE THERESA FOUNDATION

When Theresa died, her family and friends established the Theresa
Foundation to help children like Theresa. In her short lifetime, she was
an inspiration to anyone who met her. In her memory, the Foundation
supports music, dance, art and recreation programs locally and all over
the country. In 2015, the Foundation gave over $130,000 in grants to the
Theresa Academy of Performing Arts and organizations, locally and around
the country, which provided programs for children with special needs.

THERESA’S FUN PLACE:
A PLAYGROUND AND PARK

In a collaborative effort with United Cerebral Palsy of Nassau
County, the Foundation renovated and rejuvenated the playground
with the latest adaptive equipment so that hundreds of children
can enjoy the playground each day. The Foundation continues to
maintain the grounds on an annual basis.

THERESA ACADEMY OF PERFORMING ARTS

In 2009, the Theresa Foundation opened Theresa Academy of
Performing Arts (TAPA) in Lido Beach. TAPA’s mission is to provide
children with differing abilities and their siblings with quality
extracurricular classes in the performing arts. TAPA now has over 70
children participating in the Academy. TAPA also offers a Saturday
Respite program and Summer Camp.

Theresa

Foundation

Th e r e s a A l e s s a n d r a R u s s o F o u n d at i o n
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