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An Unbelieveable Night
At our 14th Annual Theresa Awards Dinner,
Elizabeth J. Russo welcomed the over 240
Theresa supporters with the following greeting:

T

At this point of the story she writes, “And
then came Dante. Dante glommed onto Angela
like glue. He was just glowing and it was clear
that somehow…he was one of “us.” Finally at
one point he said, ‘she reminds me so much of

hank you all for being here tonight.

my sister, I just can’t get over it.’ I asked if his sister had DS.

I want to take this opportunity to share a story

She did not, but she was disabled and she passed away when

with you that warmed my heart when I first heard it.
As many of you may know, my older brother, Dante, is

she was little. Clearly he misses his sister, and at one point I
thought sure he was going to cry.”

touring the country in the first national tour of Disney’s High

Leah goes on to describe how Dante took

School Musical. Dante is a remarkable

Angela to meet every person in the cast

person and has connected with children

making sure that she got everyone’s

with special needs in the audience.

autograph. When they were ready

He has a way of reaching out and

to leave he made sure everyone in

touching

special

the cast said goodbye. Dante then

children from all over the

invited Leah and Angela to come

country.

backstage after their Saturday

these

Recently, I received

performance to take pictures of

an email with a link to a

the cast in costumes and get a

blog: Garden of Eagan. It’s

backstage tour!

written by Leah about her

She ends the blog by writing; “Needless

life raising her daughter, Angela, who has Down syndrome.

to say, it was a night to be remembered forever. But not only

They live in Minneapolis. This particular entry was entitled,

for us, for Dante as well. Who knows what God is doing to

“An Unbelievable Night.”

Dante’s life right now. Clearly there is something in his heart,

Leah bought tickets to Disney’s High School Musical for

because God had Angela there for Dante last night. For some

herself and Angela. She was able to arrange to stay after the

reason he needed to meet Angela. Only God knows what that

show for a Q & A with the cast and then attend the cast party.

reason would be, but by his tear-filled eyes I would guess he

After the show they participated in the Q & A and headed over

needed to see his sister, even if it was in someone else.”

to the cast party. They were the only outsiders at the party and

I think that’s all my entire family is searching for. We miss

Leah didn’t feel comfortable taking pictures. She felt it was a

Theresa. We see her through your support tonight. We see her

“cast only” party. After some time standing on the outskirts

in the faces of the children we serve through the Foundation.

of the cast, not really talking to anyone, she was ready to take

Thank you for making it possible for us to see Theresa again.

Angela home.

We can’t thank you enough.
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An Apple a Day, Keeps
the Children at Play
Elizabeth J. Russo

T

ucked away on the second floor
of a New York City historic
landmark building is a place of
laughter, learning and exploring. It is a
place where children of differing abilities
can grow and learn in a truly integrated
setting without feeling isolated. This place
is Merricat’s Castle School; one of the
early childhood schools created through
the Association to Benefit Children
(ABC).
The school was in dire need
of a new playground in the spring
of 2007, when they applied for a
grant from The Theresa Foundation.
Outdoor play space is at a prime in
New York City and they cherished
their playground enormously, but
it was becoming unsafe for the
children to play on and was not
accessible to all of the students who
have differing needs and abilities.
Merricat’s has three classrooms: The
Sunshine Room houses the 2 and 3 year
olds. The Friend’s Room houses the 3
and 4 year olds, and The Rainbow Room
houses the 4 and 5 year olds. One-third
of the children in each classroom have
special needs. Each classroom has a special
education teacher who co-teaches with a
general education teacher and two assistant
teachers. The school also provides Speech
Therapy, Occupational Therapy, Physical
Therapy and Counseling, for children who
qualify.
Merricat’s is a magical place that

deserved a playground as dynamic as the
school itself. It is not uncommon when
talking with a teacher from Merricat’s to
learn that they have taught there for 10,
15, or even 20 years! That’s a testament to
the school! Merricat’s is a place that puts
people and individuals needs first. When
entering the school the love and energy
expended there is palpable. Merricat’s

The new playground has enhanced
and enriched all areas of the school, from
administration down to the students
themselves, but don’t take my word for
it. This is what some members of the
Merricat’s community had to say:

The Administrator

“I love that the new playground provides
all the children with a multisensory
environment where they can safely
expand their physical, social and
emotional development.” – Sherry
Benjamin, Director of Special Education

The Therapist

wanted a playground that was safe and
accessible to all of the students, but also one
that provided a multisensory environment
in which to explore and learn. Thanks to
the help from the Theresa Foundation that
is exactly what they got!
The new playground brings much
happiness to the entire Merricat’s
community. The children can’t wait to play
outside each day. Along one side of the
fence are “apple trees” and on each apple is
engraved the name of a donor. The Theresa
Foundation is proud to be listed on a big,
bright, shiny, red apple.

“The new playground is amazing! Thanks
to the generous supporters the therapists
now have a great new gross motor area
to work in with the children…It has given
our children the opportunity to improve
their confidence in completing gross
motor tasks as well as improve their play
and social skills.” – Maria Christoforou,
Occupational Therapist

The Teacher

“Merricat’s playgrounds have always
been built with some restrictions, based
on the landmark status of the church and
confined space. The new playground
offers creativity, space, and a safe play
environment for all our children.” - Jeffrey
Bradley aka Mr. Merricat, Rainbow Room
Teacher

The Student

“Yeah, I like it! My favorite is the slide…
It has a wheel and new panels!” – Emily
Cavanaugh, Friend’s Room Student.

Drawn by a student at Merricat’s Castle School.
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Save the Date!
Monday June 23, 2008

Woodcrest Country Club • Syosset,NY
Theresa Foundation

Brunch 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Shot Gun Tee-Off NOON Sharp
Cocktails and Buffet Dinner at 5:00 p.m.
Green Fees • Driving Range • Golf Cart • Valet Parking
Prizes • Raffles Awards • 50/50 Raffle

Limited to 90 Golfers

Permit #17
Westbury NY
11590

Theresa Foundation
250 Lido Boulevard Lido Beach, NY
11561-5015
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