The Theresa Connection ...

SEASON’S GREETINGS

Theresa Law Center, PC
Mary T. Schmitt Smith, the
high spirited woman with a
mission who brought a
personalized definition of
confidence to the 2003
Theresa Awards, will long
be remembered for these
words:

“I have been infinitely blessed with
the gift of knowing why I am on this
planet.”
As recipient of the 2003 Theresa Award in
Community Service, Mary honored her
family and profession in her expression of
passion for protecting people with special
needs. Her “Theresa Connection,” as she calls
it, no longer surprises her. In the course
of her personal and professional life,
“Theresa” seems to be linked to a human
chain of events, too numerous to describe
here.
The name of the Theresa Law Center,
located in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan, is
inspired
by Mary’s
m i d d l e
name and in
honor of the
Theresa
Foundation.
Through her
Mary (center right) next to

years of affiliation with the
National Academy of Elder
Law Attorneys (NAELA), she
was drawn to the work of
Susan and Vincent Russo
and the Theresa Foundation
for children with disabilities.
The establishment of her
law firm in May, 2005,
honoring Theresa, affirms her
commitment, dedication and passion to
protect clients with special needs and
their families.
Mary brings more than twenty-five years
of knowledge and experience as well as the
honor of Michigan’s first Certified Elder
Law Attorney by the National Elder Law
Foundation to the Theresa Law Center. In
addition to advising her clients about
estate planning, tax and probate with a
focus on the drafting and administration
of Special Needs Trusts, she is an
advocate for elders and their families as
they confront many
legal issues throughout
the aging process.
As in 2003, we continue
to celebrate Mary T.
Schmitt Smith’s “place
on this planet,” and we
add our thanks for
honoring Theresa in
her law practice.

Representative John Dingell (D., MI)
(center left)
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SPOTLIGHT ON BOARD MEMBER
Judy Murdaugh-Jackson

Judy Murdaugh-Jackson helps define
“outreach” and “low profile.” Whether you
shake her hand or share a hug, you sense
the warmth of this very gracious woman
whose smile says “welcome to my world…..”
That’s the kind of spirit she brings to the
Theresa Foundation.
“JMJ” knew Susan Smith Russo before she married
Vincent over twenty-five years ago. She was there
when Theresa was born, supporting the Russo’s
through each challenge as well as each triumph. Judy
will always be an extended member of the Russo
Family and an ongoing source of encouragement and
non-stop help as a friend and officer-board member
of the Foundation.
In her quiet and unassuming manner, Judy’s
volunteer work includes school, community, church
and service organizations, such as the Long Beach
Chapter of NAACP, PACE (Parents Assisting
Children’s Education) which helps African-American
children to succeed in school, and the PTSA (Parent
Teacher-Student Association) at Long Beach High
School. Her work with the “Morning Madness
Committee” helps provide safe, drug and alcohol-free
activities following the annual Long Beach High
School prom, and her services at the INN
(Interfaith Nutrition Network) at the Long Beach
Soup Kitchen round out an above-average
volunteer schedule.
Judy’s husband, Wayne, Sr., her daughter, Ayza and
son, Wayne II, as well as her sister Wanda’s son,
Brian, are all team players at special Theresa
Foundation fund-raisers.
Her mother, Christine, who passed away almost two
years ago, was a devoted parent who raised her
daughters in a faith-filled environment where
respect and honor reigned. Her mother’s philosophy
has been brought into the Jackson home where
Judy’s children are taught to treat others as they

wish to be treated, and to reach out
to anyone in need, never looking down
on those who are perhaps less
fortunate than themselves.
Judy counts her blessings everyday,
no matter what, and without any
overtures or accolades, continues to
help the Russo’s, along with all the other faithful
friends and supporters of the Foundation, to dream
along with Theresa as a team player.
Engraved on Judy’s heart are her mother’s words,
taken from an old gospel song:

“May the Work I’ve Done, Speak for Me.”

Judy Murdaugh-Jackson, the Theresa
Foundation thanks you not only for your
tireless and faithful dedication, but also for being
a very gracious woman who has “welcomed us into
your world.”
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December 2006
To All Our Supporters,
Wishing You and Your Families a
Happy and Healthy Holiday Season!
Thank you for all of your support in
2006. We look forward to another
successful year.
We welcome your continued support
in the coming year.
Warmest regards,
Susan and Vincent
Board of Directors

Susan S. Russo
President
Rev. James L.
Maltese
Vice President
Judy MurdaughJackson
Secretary
Vincent J. Russo,
Esq.
Treasurer
Board Of Directors
Laury L. Adsit Gelardi
Stephanie C. DeMarco
Jane S. James
Beth S. Meyers
Dana M. Russo
Dante R. Russo
Elizabeth J. Russo
Joseph J. Russo
Robert R. Russo
Diane Uda

’

Kurt Murgo, Asst. Principal,
Children’s Learning Center, UCP of
Nassau County, with students

Help Us to make this a Happy Holiday Season and a
Wonderful Winter for our children at Theresa’s Fun Place
by sending your Holiday Gift in the enclosed envelope.

Save these Dates!
logo

Thirteenth Annual Theresa Awards
featuring a Special Performance by
Long Island’s “These Three Tenors”
Friday Evening, May 18th, 2007
7:30 p.m. Cocktail Reception
8:30 p.m. Dinner and Dancing

Bridgeview Yacht Club
Island Park, New York
ADMIT
ONEONE
M
AD IT

Mark Your Calendar! Swingin’ fore Theresa Golf Outing Monday, June 25, 2007
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______________________________
______________________________
Thank
You

_________________________________

HELP US SPREAD THE
HOLIDAY CHEER AT THERESA’S FUN PLACE
For fifteen years, the “Spirit of an Angel” has helped
each of us make a difference in the lives of children with special needs.
How privileged we are to celebrate every season of life
as a “Family with a Mission.”

HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO YOU & YOURS !
Susan & Vincent
Theresa Foundation Board of Directors

fold
HOLIDAY GIFT OF LOVE FOR THERESA’S FUN PLACE
Dear Susan and Vincent;
I would like to honor _________________________________________ with a

HOLIDAY GIFT OF LOVE
I am enclosing a donation of:

$10

$20

$30

$50

$100

$ __________

Please send my Holiday Gift of Love Card to:
Name _____________________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

Please accept my enclosed holiday season donation of $________________ to
continue spreading the “Theresa Family” spirit at Theresa’s Fun Place.

