Season’s Greetings

THERESA FOUNDATION goes INTERNATIONAL
Mount Mary College of Education Chaplaincy, Ghana, West Africa
by: Susan S. Russo
I have known Father Marcellus Gorleku for
two years. A pastor in Ghana, he is an amazing and
talented person. Aside from running his own parish,
Father Marcellus also teaches
at Mount Mary College of
Education Chaplaincy. Father
Marcellus is a gifted teacher and
is very passionate about his
students, most of whom come
from what Americans would
consider absolute poverty.

disabled. As per tradition,
Ghanians generally consider disabled
citizens cursed, so disabled babies are left to
die, poisoned as infants, or
abandoned on the street to beg
for survival. Father Marcellus
has told me that he can’t even
quantify the number of disabled
people in his community because
many families keep them
hidden.

Although the school
exists in a community of
unimaginable poverty, there is
such a vibrant energy present.
Mount Mary College of Education
Chaplaincy is a school for educating and training
teachers. Father Marcellus’ work at the school is a
testament to his
passion and concern
not only for his
students but for
his community - a
community with many
disabled members.

With a grant from the Theresa
Foundation, which is earmarked
especially for children with
disabilities, many children in
Father Marcellus’ community,
who otherwise would not have an opportunity to go to
school, now do. The grant money has been used to
assist with tuition, uniforms, school supplies and other
necessities.

Approximately
ten percent of the
population of Ghana is

We have also assisted in contacting a local
organization which will help with the repair and supply
of crutches, wheelchairs and other mobility devices.
Without mobility, the students cannot get to school !
Without an education, they will be unable to support
themselves and their families. We will keep you
informed of the progress, as we correspond with our
friends in Ghana.

Note: The above photos are of Father Marcellus and one of the kindergarten classes in a nearby village. The
three other adults are the teachers, who are graduates of Mount Mary College of Education Chaplaincy . The
bamboo building is the classroom. When it rains very hard, class must be postponed because the roof leaks.
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Save these Dates!

Twelfth Annual Theresa Awards
Monday, June 19, 2006
Woodcrest Country Club

Friday Evening, May 5th, 2006
7:30 p.m. Cocktail Reception
8:30 p.m. Dinner and Dancing

Bridgeview Yacht Club
Island Park, New York

Syosset, New York

Brunch 10:00 a.m.

Shotgun Tee-Off 12:15 p.m.

Cocktail & Buffet Dinner

Register Online at www.theresafoundation.org

Golf Outing
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Theresa’s Fun Place
It’s a “Happy Place” Part II

Theresa’s Fun Day
October 29, 2005 @ Garden City Bowl

by: Kurt Murgo
Assistant Principal, Children’s Learning Center
United Cerebral Palsy of Nassau County
The Theresa Foundation has provided grants to our school that
have supported our art therapy, music therapy, and M.O.V.E. programs.
Art therapy affords our students the opportunity to express
themselves, enjoy themselves and create wonderful pieces of art. I
see many new students start art therapy classes with hesitation and
curiosity. By the time we have our annual art show, they will invite
anyone within ten feet to show them “my picture.” In music therapy,
the children enjoy and create music. They play music as a group and
sometimes alone. Our school chorus sings for fun and performs at
many school functions. A lighted keyboard, a gift of the Theresa
Foundation, provides the music to accompany the songs performed by
the students. The other day I observed two students in our M.O.V.E.
Kurt Murgo and two of his
program. They are two little guys who were sitting in large adapted
CLC students
chairs a few months ago. Matthew was deciding how he was going to
negotiate his next step while holding onto a bar mounted to the school wall. Justin’s little feet were
moving over the tiled floor as he scampered down the hall in a gait trainer. Both children have smiles
that light up a room. They now have the opportunity to move around their world like other children do
every day. Their smiles have made our school halls a lot brighter.
I had the opportunity to know and teach Theresa. She was a sweet little girl who had the gift of
drawing people to herself. She would come to our school dressed in her “anti-bellum” dresses and had a
way about her that was a gentle reminder to all of us that we should “do our best.” Theresa challenged
and excited me each time the pieces of a puzzle fell into place. Many times she would laugh as she
achieved a new skill. I believe it was the sheer wonder of it all, like opening a new door. I’m also sure
that Theresa knew she did it. She learned how to let us know that she wanted more music or toys or
massage. She would smile and vocalize during deliberate pauses in these activities just to hear us say:
“Theresa, you want more? OK, here’s some more music.” Her ability to control events going on around
her made her more secure, relaxed and happy. It made my classroom a little brighter. I remember
seeing Vincent talking to Theresa and Dante as they planted flowers during one of our monthly “Fathers
Only” activities, and I remember Susan, being a regular in my classroom, sharing music and ideas with me
to use with Theresa and all the other children.
There are people who see the problems and know the needs of others, and make the effort to
help them. Susan and Vincent Russo and the Theresa Foundation are such people. Thanks always for
your support.

GARDEN CITY BOWL
was transformed into an
“indoor playground and picnic” as the
Theresa Foundation “kicked off” its 2005

“FUN DAY for FAMILY & FRIENDS.”
Children of all ages, including a few seniors,
joined in the celebration and activities. There
were snacks, soft drinks, prizes, give-aways and
raffles, with the proceeds going into our
continuing mission for children with special
needs. Once again, the THERESA SPIRIT
“held court” at Garden City Bowl.
Enjoy the photos !

